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Attica est un puissant compte-rendu de la rébellion qui eut 
lieu dans la prison d'Attica (N.Y.) en septembre 1971.
Réalisé par une jeune femme, ce documentaire est une enquête 
fouillée sur le soulèvement et sur l'attaque sournoise perpétrée par 
les troupes armées du pays aussi bien contre les détenus que 
contre les otages. Bilan total: 43 morts, et des centaines de
blessés. Massacre comparable à celui du Wounded Knee.
Refusant de commenter les faits, la jeune réalisatrice a 
préféré laissé la parole aux détenus révoltés eux-mêmes. Ces 
interviews constituant le fondement même du film. A ces 
interviews s'ajoutent les prises de vue originales captées dans 
la cour intérieure pendant les 4 jours que dura le soulèvement, 
des scènes tirées des auditions de la Commission McKay, et 
finalement un reportage direct de l'attaque elle-même.
Attica témoigne du courage de ces détenus qui osèrent risquer 
leurs vies dans le but de changer les déplorables conditions dans 
lesquelles ils étaient obligés de vivre et de la détermination 
des survivants.

CINDA FIRESTONE, director of ATTICA, has been a member of the 
Liberation News Service collective, has taught filmmaking to 
students in East Harlem and Newark, and has worked for Emile 
de Antonio Films in New York City:

"I would like this film to make people wonder about the 
whole institution of prisons and, taking that a step further, 
wonder about a society that can create things like Attica.

"When I interviewed Chris Reed, he told me how first 
they shot his leg off, and then this State Trooper came and 
kicked him in the leg that was just shot off. That some people 
can be this horrible is just terrifying to me. The sadism that the 
prisoners went through after the takeover - it's just really 
depressing that people can be like that... But then I talked to 
these men who had just gone through all of this and instead of 
just becoming really bitter, they resolved to do something about



it - change themselves ana try and change things when they got 
out. These men had been shut up in cells for months, and months 
on end under intolerable conditions, and then had to go through 
all that, and they still came out of it philosophical and determined to 
do something instead of being beaten down by it - it was very 
important to me to know there were people like this.

"What I say is this for the people in the street - I say, 
wake up. Stop hiding, stop talking about how it don't exist, stop 
talking about how you understand it, stop talking about how that 
cold water flat you live in is good enough for you, stop talking 
about how if you were in jail you'd be getting three meals a day.
Other than that, wake up! Because the same things that are happen
ing to me are happening to you - and deal, petition, rally, let 
the people, let the Governor, let the President, and the people 
that are in a position to do something about this know how you 
feel about your sons and daughters who are incarcerated. Other 
than that, wake up! Because nothing comes to a sleeper but a 
dream."

FRANK SMITH, ex-inmate

"I just don’t think people realize how brutal State Troopers 
and police can be to someone who’s in a completely helpless 
position, I don't just mean cracking people's heads open, but, 
like in Attica, shooting people that were lying on the ground, and 
taking everything they had - wristwatches, eye glasses, even their 
false teeth - and smashing them and throwing them into ditches.
Just this incredible brutality that I don't think the press and 
TV really brought out, so that people didn't realize what really 
happened there.

"Something like Attica could never have happened had there 
not been incredible calousness, cruelty and insensitivity from 
the bottom all the way to the top. From the bottom, where men 
were willing to carry twelve-guage shotguns with dum-dum bullets 
and shoot them at people with no weapons, to the Governor's office 
where they allowed this all to happen."


